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Basketball is one of the world’s most popular sports and its history -as a global sport -dates back to the United States of America where it was invented apparently in the 18th century. Besides being a popular sport, basketball is one of the highest-paying sports in the world and a good deal of its participants have appeared on the lists of richest
sportsmen in the world over time. { History Of Basketball In Nigeria }. Historical Background of Basketball in Nigeria The history of basketball in Nigeria goes as far back as the late 1950’s when Walid Zabadne served as the first basketball coach to train Nigerians. At the time, Nigeria’s only basketball court was situated in the Syrian Club. Walid
Zabadne continued teaching young Nigerians to become basketballers and when Nigeria’s basketball federation was organized, he took them to several basketball competitions across Africa. In view of his role as the pioneer of basketball in Nigeria, Walid Zabadne has been deemed “father of Nigerian basketball’”’. Also worthy of note is that Zabadne
was later made the president of the Nigerian basketball federation. Development of Basketball in Nigeria Since it began in Nigeria, basketball has developed tremendously and the current number of participants and basketball teams is a proof that it is one of the most cherished sports in Nigeria. Taking a look at its historical background, basketball
began developing in Nigeria apparently in 1964 when the Nigerian national basketball team became a member of FIBA. The Nigerian national basketball team boasts of talented players some of whom are professionals of Nigerian origin as well as recruited players from American college. Thanks to its combination of home-grown talents and American
basketballers of Nigerian descent, Nigeria’s national basketball team has witnessed tremendous success. Dominated by Nigerian-Americans, Nigeria’s national basketball team secured a place in the 2006 FIBA World Championship. Meanwhile, this recorded Nigeria’s second qualification for the FIBA World Cup. The Nigerian national basketball team
that took part in 2009 FIBA AfroBasket tournament included eight US-born Nigerians. Another notable success enjoyed by the Nigerian national team was its qualification to the 2012 Summer Olympics in London. Nigeria’s Performance at the 2006 FIBA World Championship The 2006 FIBA World Championship was held in Japan where Nigeria was
placed in Group A with 5 others being Venezuela, Argentina, Serbia and Montenegro, Lebanon and France. The Nigerian national basketball team performed brilliantly, clinching the third spot of the Group. Having proceeded to the Round of 16, the team came up against Germany and were nearly defeated by the latter. At the end of the tournament,
the team finished in the 14th place, clinching the same position as Serbia and Montenegro. Nigeria’s Performance at the 2012 Summer Olympics The 2012 Summer Olympics was held in London where Nigeria completed the group play with a 4-1 victory over Tunisia. This was the first Olympic game for the Nigerian national basketball team and it
marked the team’s first-ever Olympic victory. D’'Tigers Some Notable Nigerian Basketballers A significant number of players in the Nigerian national basketball team have played for professional basketball teams in Europe or in the NBA. These successful basketballers include: Peter Aluma Gani Lawal Ekpe Udoh Festus Ezeli Ebi Ere Olumide Oyedeji
Al-Farouqg Aminu Ime Udoka Julius Nwosu Ike Diogu Michael Olowokandi Benjamin Eze Jeff Varem Obinna Ekezie Ekene Ibekwe Akin Akingbala Tunji Awajobi Alysius Anagonye Nigerian Team at 2012 Summer Olympic Games The Nigerian team at 2012 Summer Olympic Games -held in London -competed with 12 teams and finished in the 10th place.
The team was headed by coach Ayo Bakare. The players in the team were; Ejike Ugboaja Ade Dagunduro Olumide Oyedeji Ike Diogu Richard Oruche Tonny Skin Alade Aminu Koko Archibong Ekene Ibekwe Chamberlain Oguchi Al-Farouq Aminu Derrick Obasohan Nigerian Team at 2011 African Championship The Nigerian team at 2011 African
Championship competed with 16 teams and finished in the 3rd place. The team was headed by coach Ayo Bakare. The players in the team were; Stanley Gumut Ime Udoka Ike Ofoegbu Olumide Oyedeji Solomon Tat Jayson Obazuaye Michael Umeh Derrick Obasohan Ababukar Usman Ezenwa Ukeagu Ejike Ugboaja Chinedu Onyeuku Nigerian Team at
2009 African Championship The Nigerian team at 2009 African Championship competed with 16 teams and finished in the 5th place. The team was headed by coach John Lucas II. The players in the team were; Deji Akindele Michael Umeh Akin Akingbala Jayson Obasuaye Chamberlain Oguchi Benson Egemonye Ejike Ugboaja Ebi Ere Aloysius
Anagonye Gabe Muoneke Michael Efevberha Josh Akognon Nigeria’s Positions at Previous Basketball Tournaments Tournaments Host Countries Nigeria’s Positions FIBA Africa Championship 1965 Tunisia 2006 FIBA World Championship Japan 14 1998 FIBA World Championship Greece 13 2016 Summer Olympic Games Brazil 11 2012 Summer
Olympic Games United Kingdom 10 FIBA Africa Championship 1970 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1968 Morocco FIBA Africa Championship 1972 Senegal 12 FIBA Africa Championship 1981 Somalia FIBA Africa Championship 1975 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1974 Central African Republic FIBA Africa Championship 1980 Morocco 11 FIBA
Africa Championship 1978 Senegal 6 FIBA Africa Championship 1983 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1989 Angola FIBA Africa Championship 1992 Egypt 5 2003 African Games 2 FIBA Africa Championship 1985 Cote d’Ivoire 7 FIBA Africa Championship 1993 Kenya 2006 Commonwealth Games 4 1999 African Games 2 FIBA Africa Championship
1987 Tunisia 8 FIBA Africa Championship 1995 Algeria 3 1995 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 1999 Angola 2 2007 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 1997 Senegal 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2001 Morocco 5 2015 African Games 1 FIBA Africa Championship 2003 Egypt 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2007 Angola 5 FIBA Africa
Championship 2005 Algeria 3 2011 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 2011 Madagascar 3 FIBA Africa Championship 2009 Libya 5 AfroBasket 2017 Senegal/Tunisia 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2015 Tunisia 1 FIBA Africa Championship 2013 Cote d’Ivoire 7 2018 Commonwealth Games 6 That’s all about The History Of Basketball In Nigeria.
Related: Tags: The History Of Basketball In Nigeria Basketball is one of the world’s most popular sports and its history -as a global sport -dates back to the United States of America where it was invented apparently in the 18th century. Besides being a popular sport, basketball is one of the highest-paying sports in the world and a good deal of its
participants have appeared on the lists of richest sportsmen in the world over time. { History Of Basketball In Nigeria }. Historical Background of Basketball in Nigeria The history of basketball in Nigeria goes as far back as the late 1950’s when Walid Zabadne served as the first basketball coach to train Nigerians. At the time, Nigeria’s only
basketball court was situated in the Syrian Club. Walid Zabadne continued teaching young Nigerians to become basketballers and when Nigeria’s basketball federation was organized, he took them to several basketball competitions across Africa. In view of his role as the pioneer of basketball in Nigeria, Walid Zabadne has been deemed “father of
Nigerian basketball”’. Also worthy of note is that Zabadne was later made the president of the Nigerian basketball federation. Development of Basketball in Nigeria Since it began in Nigeria, basketball has developed tremendously and the current number of participants and basketball teams is a proof that it is one of the most cherished sports in
Nigeria. Taking a look at its historical background, basketball began developing in Nigeria apparently in 1964 when the Nigerian national basketball team became a member of FIBA. The Nigerian national basketball team boasts of talented players some of whom are professionals of Nigerian origin as well as recruited players from American college.
Thanks to its combination of home-grown talents and American basketballers of Nigerian descent, Nigeria’s national basketball team has witnessed tremendous success. Dominated by Nigerian-Americans, Nigeria’s national basketball team secured a place in the 2006 FIBA World Championship. Meanwhile, this recorded Nigeria’s second qualification
for the FIBA World Cup. The Nigerian national basketball team that took part in 2009 FIBA AfroBasket tournament included eight US-born Nigerians. Another notable success enjoyed by the Nigerian national team was its qualification to the 2012 Summer Olympics in London. Nigeria’s Performance at the 2006 FIBA World Championship The 2006
FIBA World Championship was held in Japan where Nigeria was placed in Group A with 5 others being Venezuela, Argentina, Serbia and Montenegro, Lebanon and France. The Nigerian national basketball team performed brilliantly, clinching the third spot of the Group. Having proceeded to the Round of 16, the team came up against Germany and
were nearly defeated by the latter. At the end of the tournament, the team finished in the 14th place, clinching the same position as Serbia and Montenegro. Nigeria’s Performance at the 2012 Summer Olympics The 2012 Summer Olympics was held in London where Nigeria completed the group play with a 4-1 victory over Tunisia. This was the first
Olympic game for the Nigerian national basketball team and it marked the team’s first-ever Olympic victory. D’'Tigers Some Notable Nigerian Basketballers A significant number of players in the Nigerian national basketball team have played for professional basketball teams in Europe or in the NBA. These successful basketballers include: Peter
Aluma Gani Lawal Ekpe Udoh Festus Ezeli Ebi Ere Olumide Oyedeji Al-Farouq Aminu Ime Udoka Julius Nwosu Ike Diogu Michael Olowokandi Benjamin Eze Jeff Varem Obinna Ekezie Ekene Ibekwe Akin Akingbala Tunji Awajobi Alysius Anagonye Nigerian Team at 2012 Summer Olympic Games The Nigerian team at 2012 Summer Olympic Games -
held in London -competed with 12 teams and finished in the 10th place. The team was headed by coach Ayo Bakare. The players in the team were; Ejike Ugboaja Ade Dagunduro Olumide Oyedeji Ike Diogu Richard Oruche Tonny Skin Alade Aminu Koko Archibong Ekene Ibekwe Chamberlain Oguchi Al-Farouq Aminu Derrick Obasohan Nigerian Team
at 2011 African Championship The Nigerian team at 2011 African Championship competed with 16 teams and finished in the 3rd place. The team was headed by coach Ayo Bakare. The players in the team were; Stanley Gumut Ime Udoka Ike Ofoegbu Olumide Oyedeji Solomon Tat Jayson Obazuaye Michael Umeh Derrick Obasohan Ababukar Usman
Ezenwa Ukeagu Ejike Ugboaja Chinedu Onyeuku Nigerian Team at 2009 African Championship The Nigerian team at 2009 African Championship competed with 16 teams and finished in the 5th place. The team was headed by coach John Lucas II. The players in the team were; Deji Akindele Michael Umeh Akin Akingbala Jayson Obasuaye
Chamberlain Oguchi Benson Egemonye Ejike Ugboaja Ebi Ere Aloysius Anagonye Gabe Muoneke Michael Efevberha Josh Akognon Nigeria’s Positions at Previous Basketball Tournaments Tournaments Host Countries Nigeria’s Positions FIBA Africa Championship 1965 Tunisia 2006 FIBA World Championship Japan 14 1998 FIBA World Championship
Greece 13 2016 Summer Olympic Games Brazil 11 2012 Summer Olympic Games United Kingdom 10 FIBA Africa Championship 1970 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1968 Morocco FIBA Africa Championship 1972 Senegal 12 FIBA Africa Championship 1981 Somalia FIBA Africa Championship 1975 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1974 Central
African Republic FIBA Africa Championship 1980 Morocco 11 FIBA Africa Championship 1978 Senegal 6 FIBA Africa Championship 1983 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1989 Angola FIBA Africa Championship 1992 Egypt 5 2003 African Games 2 FIBA Africa Championship 1985 Cote d’Ivoire 7 FIBA Africa Championship 1993 Kenya 2006
Commonwealth Games 4 1999 African Games 2 FIBA Africa Championship 1987 Tunisia 8 FIBA Africa Championship 1995 Algeria 3 1995 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 1999 Angola 2 2007 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 1997 Senegal 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2001 Morocco 5 2015 African Games 1 FIBA Africa
Championship 2003 Egypt 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2007 Angola 5 FIBA Africa Championship 2005 Algeria 3 2011 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 2011 Madagascar 3 FIBA Africa Championship 2009 Libya 5 AfroBasket 2017 Senegal/Tunisia 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2015 Tunisia 1 FIBA Africa Championship 2013 Cote d’Ivoire 7
2018 Commonwealth Games 6 That’s all about The History Of Basketball In Nigeria. Related: Tags: The History Of Basketball In Nigeria Basketball is one of the world’s most popular sports and its history -as a global sport -dates back to the United States of America where it was invented apparently in the 18th century. Besides being a popular sport,
basketball is one of the highest-paying sports in the world and a good deal of its participants have appeared on the lists of richest sportsmen in the world over time. { History Of Basketball In Nigeria }. Historical Background of Basketball in Nigeria The history of basketball in Nigeria goes as far back as the late 1950’s when Walid Zabadne served as
the first basketball coach to train Nigerians. At the time, Nigeria’s only basketball court was situated in the Syrian Club. Walid Zabadne continued teaching young Nigerians to become basketballers and when Nigeria’s basketball federation was organized, he took them to several basketball competitions across Africa. In view of his role as the pioneer
of basketball in Nigeria, Walid Zabadne has been deemed “father of Nigerian basketball”’. Also worthy of note is that Zabadne was later made the president of the Nigerian basketball federation. Development of Basketball in Nigeria Since it began in Nigeria, basketball has developed tremendously and the current number of participants and
basketball teams is a proof that it is one of the most cherished sports in Nigeria. Taking a look at its historical background, basketball began developing in Nigeria apparently in 1964 when the Nigerian national basketball team became a member of FIBA. The Nigerian national basketball team boasts of talented players some of whom are professionals
of Nigerian origin as well as recruited players from American college. Thanks to its combination of home-grown talents and American basketballers of Nigerian descent, Nigeria’s national basketball team has witnessed tremendous success. Dominated by Nigerian-Americans, Nigeria’s national basketball team secured a place in the 2006 FIBA World
Championship. Meanwhile, this recorded Nigeria’s second qualification for the FIBA World Cup. The Nigerian national basketball team that took part in 2009 FIBA AfroBasket tournament included eight US-born Nigerians. Another notable success enjoyed by the Nigerian national team was its qualification to the 2012 Summer Olympics in London.
Nigeria’s Performance at the 2006 FIBA World Championship The 2006 FIBA World Championship was held in Japan where Nigeria was placed in Group A with 5 others being Venezuela, Argentina, Serbia and Montenegro, Lebanon and France. The Nigerian national basketball team performed brilliantly, clinching the third spot of the Group. Having
proceeded to the Round of 16, the team came up against Germany and were nearly defeated by the latter. At the end of the tournament, the team finished in the 14th place, clinching the same position as Serbia and Montenegro. Nigeria’s Performance at the 2012 Summer Olympics The 2012 Summer Olympics was held in London where Nigeria
completed the group play with a 4-1 victory over Tunisia. This was the first Olympic game for the Nigerian national basketball team and it marked the team’s first-ever Olympic victory. D’'Tigers Some Notable Nigerian Basketballers A significant number of players in the Nigerian national basketball team have played for professional basketball teams
in Europe or in the NBA. These successful basketballers include: Peter Aluma Gani Lawal Ekpe Udoh Festus Ezeli Ebi Ere Olumide Oyedeji Al-Farouq Aminu Ime Udoka Julius Nwosu Ike Diogu Michael Olowokandi Benjamin Eze Jeff Varem Obinna Ekezie Ekene Ibekwe Akin Akingbala Tunji Awajobi Alysius Anagonye Nigerian Team at 2012 Summer
Olympic Games The Nigerian team at 2012 Summer Olympic Games -held in London -competed with 12 teams and finished in the 10th place. The team was headed by coach Ayo Bakare. The players in the team were; Ejike Ugboaja Ade Dagunduro Olumide Oyedeji Ike Diogu Richard Oruche Tonny Skin Alade Aminu Koko Archibong Ekene Ibekwe
Chamberlain Oguchi Al-Farouq Aminu Derrick Obasohan Nigerian Team at 2011 African Championship The Nigerian team at 2011 African Championship competed with 16 teams and finished in the 3rd place. The team was headed by coach Ayo Bakare. The players in the team were; Stanley Gumut Ime Udoka Ike Ofoegbu Olumide Oyedeji Solomon
Tat Jayson Obazuaye Michael Umeh Derrick Obasohan Ababukar Usman Ezenwa Ukeagu Ejike Ugboaja Chinedu Onyeuku Nigerian Team at 2009 African Championship The Nigerian team at 2009 African Championship competed with 16 teams and finished in the 5th place. The team was headed by coach John Lucas II. The players in the team were;
Deji Akindele Michael Umeh Akin Akingbala Jayson Obasuaye Chamberlain Oguchi Benson Egemonye Ejike Ugboaja Ebi Ere Aloysius Anagonye Gabe Muoneke Michael Efevberha Josh Akognon Nigeria’s Positions at Previous Basketball Tournaments Tournaments Host Countries Nigeria’s Positions FIBA Africa Championship 1965 Tunisia 2006 FIBA
World Championship Japan 14 1998 FIBA World Championship Greece 13 2016 Summer Olympic Games Brazil 11 2012 Summer Olympic Games United Kingdom 10 FIBA Africa Championship 1970 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1968 Morocco FIBA Africa Championship 1972 Senegal 12 FIBA Africa Championship 1981 Somalia FIBA Africa
Championship 1975 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1974 Central African Republic FIBA Africa Championship 1980 Morocco 11 FIBA Africa Championship 1978 Senegal 6 FIBA Africa Championship 1983 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1989 Angola FIBA Africa Championship 1992 Egypt 5 2003 African Games 2 FIBA Africa Championship 1985
Cote d’Ivoire 7 FIBA Africa Championship 1993 Kenya 2006 Commonwealth Games 4 1999 African Games 2 FIBA Africa Championship 1987 Tunisia 8 FIBA Africa Championship 1995 Algeria 3 1995 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 1999 Angola 2 2007 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 1997 Senegal 2 FIBA Africa Championship
2001 Morocco 5 2015 African Games 1 FIBA Africa Championship 2003 Egypt 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2007 Angola 5 FIBA Africa Championship 2005 Algeria 3 2011 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 2011 Madagascar 3 FIBA Africa Championship 2009 Libya 5 AfroBasket 2017 Senegal/Tunisia 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2015 Tunisia
1 FIBA Africa Championship 2013 Cote d’Ivoire 7 2018 Commonwealth Games 6 That’s all about The History Of Basketball In Nigeria. Related: Tags: The History Of Basketball In Nigeria History of Basketball in Nigeria Basketball in Nigeria was invented by a man named Walid Zabadne and started in the late 50’s. Walid Zabadne became the first
president of the Nigerian Basketball Federation and the sports was introduced in Africa by missionaries and colonial administration during the middle of the 20th century but started to gain recognition in the year 1964 in Nigeria and when the Nigeria national basketball team became a member of FIBA. Basketball is currently the second most popular
sport in the continent as the number of people practicing the basketball games increases in African countries, it is important to bring together the rules and launch continental competitions in order to organize the efforts of various emerging federations which promote the basketball game to make it compete strongly not only in Nigeria but in Africa
alongside soccer. The association in charge in Nigeria for the sport activities is the Nigerian Basketball Federation (NBBF) and has in all its due courses made the sports of basketball not only popular in Nigeria but as one of the best sports that Nigerian are held in high regards for as they have participated in various championships like FIBA Africa
and the team as well have participated in the game for about 17 times and still counting. Nigerian basketball team featured in the FIBA Africa championships in 1972, 1978, 1980, 1985, 1987, 1992, 1995, 1997, 1999, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2013, and 2015, their participation in the game has brought them fame as they have won a gold
medal in the FIBA championships including three silver and bronze medals respectively. The Nigeria basketball club has also performed in FIBA World Cup and other international sporting events; some of the sports events they featured include the 1998 and 2006 FIBA World cup where they were respectively placed in the 13th and 14th positions.
The Nigerian men’s basketball world ranking was promoted to the 16th position after the last edition of the FIBA Africa Championship where they won gold by defeating Angola, one of the best basketball teams in Africa, Senegal and Angola are ranked second and third respectively after Nigeria in the rank table. The women’s basketball team of
Nigeria are also doing fine, recently they are being ranked 6th in Africa and globally secured the 42nd position. The women basketball team is striving hard to come out better and rank higher on the table and is possible but only through total dedication and diligence from the team, and effective management and planning from the Board of the
federation. Nigeria basketball team is proud to represent the country in all its activities and has been recorded as the only country in Africa to have qualify for the Summer Olympics which was held in 2012 in London, and in the year 2015 when they also qualified and defeated one of the world’s elite in the field of basketball - Lithuania and Greece
precisely to win the first ever basketball championships by an African country. Basketball is one of the world's most well known games and its set of experiences - as a worldwide game - traces all the way back to the United States of America where it was concocted evidently in the eighteenth century. Other than being a well known game, basketball
is one of the most lucrative games on the planet and a decent arrangement of its members have showed up on the arrangements of most extravagant athletes on the planet over the long haul. { History Of Basketball In Nigeria }. The historical backdrop of basketball in Nigeria goes as far back as the last part of the 1950's when Walid Zabadne filled in
as the primary basketball trainer to prepare Nigerians. At that point, Nigeria's just basketball court was arranged in the Syrian Club. Walid Zabadne kept training youthful Nigerians to become basketballers and when Nigeria's basketball alliance was coordinated, he took them to a few basketball contests across Africa. Considering his job as the
pioneer of basketball in Nigeria, Walid Zabadne has been considered "father of Nigerian basketball". Additionally deserving of note is that Zabadne was subsequently made the leader of the Nigerian basketball league. Since it started in Nigeria, basketball has grown enormously and the current number of members and basketball crews is a proof that
it is one of the most appreciated games in Nigeria. Investigating its recorded foundation, basketball started creating in Nigeria evidently in 1964 when the Nigerian public basketball crew turned into an individual from FIBA. The Nigerian public basketball crew brags of gifted players some of whom are experts of Nigerian beginning just as enrolled
players from American school. Because of its mix of local gifts and American basketballers of Nigerian plunge, Nigeria's public basketball crew has seen gigantic achievement. Overwhelmed by Nigerian-Americans, Nigeria's public basketball crew got a spot in the 2006 FIBA World Championship. In the interim, this recorded Nigeria's second
capability for the FIBA World Cup. The Nigerian public basketball crew that participated in 2009 FIBA AfroBasket competition included eight US-conceived Nigerians. One more remarkable achievement appreciated by the Nigerian public group was its capability to the 2012 Summer Olympics in London. The 2006 FIBA World Championship was held
in Japan where Nigeria was put in Group A with 5 others being Venezuela, Argentina, Serbia and Montenegro, Lebanon and France. The Nigerian public basketball crew performed splendidly, securing the third spot of the Group. Having continued to the Round of 16, the group faced Germany and were almost crushed by the last option. Toward the
finish of the competition, the group completed in the fourteenth spot, securing a similar situation as Serbia and Montenegro. The 2012 Summer Olympics was held in London where Nigeria finished the gathering play with a 4-1 triumph over Tunisia. This was the main Olympic game for the Nigerian public basketball crew and it denoted the group's
very first Olympic triumph. D'Tigers Countless players in the Nigerian public basketball crew have played for proficient basketball crews in Europe or in the NBA. These fruitful basketballers include: Peter Aluma Gani Lawal Ekpe Udoh Festus Ezeli Ebi Ere Olumide Oyedeji Al-Farouq Aminu Ime Udoka Julius Nwosu Ike Diogu Michael

Olowokandi Benjamin Eze Jeff Varem Obinna Ekezie Ekene Ibekwe Associated Akingbala Tunji Awajobi Alysius Anagonye The Nigerian group at 2012 Summer Olympic Games - held in London - contended with 12 groups and completed in the tenth spot. The group was going by mentor Ayo Bakare. The players in the group were; Ejike Ugboaja Ade
Dagunduro Olumide Oyedeji Ike Diogu Richard Oruche Tonny Skin Alade Aminu Koko Archibong Ekene Ibekwe Chamberlain Oguchi Al-Farouqg Aminu Derrick Obasohan The Nigerian group at 2011 African Championship contended with 16 groups and completed in the third spot. The group was going by mentor Ayo Bakare. The players in the group
were; Stanley Gumut Ime Udoka Ike Ofoegbu Olumide Oyedeji Solomon Tat Jayson Obazuaye Michael Umeh Derrick Obasohan Ababukar Usman Ezenwa Ukeagu Ejike Ugboaja Chinedu Onyeuku The Nigerian group at 2009 African Championship contended with 16 groups and completed in the fifth spot. The group was going by mentor John Lucas II.
The players in the group were; Deji Akindele Michael Umeh Associated Akingbala Jayson Obasuaye Chamberlain Oguchi Benson Egemonye Ejike Ugboaja Ebi Ere Aloysius Anagonye Gabe Muoneke Michael Efevberha Josh Akognon The world will not respect Africa until Nigeria earns that respect. The black people of the world need Nigeria to be great
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Nigerians. At the time, Nigeria’s only basketball court was situated in the Syrian Club. Walid Zabadne continued teaching young Nigerians to become basketballers and when Nigeria’s basketball federation was organized, he took them to several basketball competitions across Africa. In view of his role as the pioneer of basketball in Nigeria, Walid
Zabadne has been deemed “father of Nigerian basketball’’. Also worthy of note is that Zabadne was later made the president of the Nigerian basketball federation. Development of Basketball in Nigeria Since it began in Nigeria, basketball has developed tremendously and the current number of participants and basketball teams is a proof that it is one
of the most cherished sports in Nigeria. Taking a look at its historical background, basketball began developing in Nigeria apparently in 1964 when the Nigerian national basketball team became a member of FIBA. The Nigerian national basketball team boasts of talented players some of whom are professionals of Nigerian origin as well as recruited
players from American college. Thanks to its combination of home-grown talents and American basketballers of Nigerian descent, Nigeria’s national basketball team has witnessed tremendous success. Dominated by Nigerian-Americans, Nigeria’s national basketball team secured a place in the 2006 FIBA World Championship. Meanwhile, this
recorded Nigeria’s second qualification for the FIBA World Cup. The Nigerian national basketball team that took part in 2009 FIBA AfroBasket tournament included eight US-born Nigerians. Another notable success enjoyed by the Nigerian national team was its qualification to the 2012 Summer Olympics in London. Nigeria’s Performance at the 2006
FIBA World Championship The 2006 FIBA World Championship was held in Japan where Nigeria was placed in Group A with 5 others being Venezuela, Argentina, Serbia and Montenegro, Lebanon and France. The Nigerian national basketball team performed brilliantly, clinching the third spot of the Group. Having proceeded to the Round of 16, the
team came up against Germany and were nearly defeated by the latter. At the end of the tournament, the team finished in the 14th place, clinching the same position as Serbia and Montenegro. Nigeria’s Performance at the 2012 Summer Olympics The 2012 Summer Olympics was held in London where Nigeria completed the group play with a 4-1
victory over Tunisia. This was the first Olympic game for the Nigerian national basketball team and it marked the team’s first-ever Olympic victory. D’'Tigers Some Notable Nigerian Basketballers A significant number of players in the Nigerian national basketball team have played for professional basketball teams in Europe or in the NBA. These
successful basketballers include: Peter Aluma Gani Lawal Ekpe Udoh Festus Ezeli Ebi Ere Olumide Oyedeji Al-Faroug Aminu Ime Udoka Julius Nwosu Ike Diogu Michael Olowokandi Benjamin Eze Jeff Varem Obinna Ekezie Ekene Ibekwe Akin Akingbala Tunji Awajobi Alysius Anagonye Nigerian Team at 2012 Summer Olympic Games The Nigerian
team at 2012 Summer Olympic Games -held in London -competed with 12 teams and finished in the 10th place. The team was headed by coach Ayo Bakare. The players in the team were; Ejike Ugboaja Ade Dagunduro Olumide Oyedeji Ike Diogu Richard Oruche Tonny Skin Alade Aminu Koko Archibong Ekene Ibekwe Chamberlain Oguchi Al-Farouq
Aminu Derrick Obasohan Nigerian Team at 2011 African Championship The Nigerian team at 2011 African Championship competed with 16 teams and finished in the 3rd place. The team was headed by coach Ayo Bakare. The players in the team were; Stanley Gumut Ime Udoka Ike Ofoegbu Olumide Oyedeji Solomon Tat Jayson Obazuaye Michael
Umeh Derrick Obasohan Ababukar Usman Ezenwa Ukeagu Ejike Ugboaja Chinedu Onyeuku Nigerian Team at 2009 African Championship The Nigerian team at 2009 African Championship competed with 16 teams and finished in the 5th place. The team was headed by coach John Lucas II. The players in the team were; Deji Akindele Michael Umeh
Akin Akingbala Jayson Obasuaye Chamberlain Oguchi Benson Egemonye Ejike Ugboaja Ebi Ere Aloysius Anagonye Gabe Muoneke Michael Efevberha Josh Akognon Nigeria’s Positions at Previous Basketball Tournaments Tournaments Host Countries Nigeria’s Positions FIBA Africa Championship 1965 Tunisia 2006 FIBA World Championship Japan 14
1998 FIBA World Championship Greece 13 2016 Summer Olympic Games Brazil 11 2012 Summer Olympic Games United Kingdom 10 FIBA Africa Championship 1970 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1968 Morocco FIBA Africa Championship 1972 Senegal 12 FIBA Africa Championship 1981 Somalia FIBA Africa Championship 1975 Egypt FIBA
Africa Championship 1974 Central African Republic FIBA Africa Championship 1980 Morocco 11 FIBA Africa Championship 1978 Senegal 6 FIBA Africa Championship 1983 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1989 Angola FIBA Africa Championship 1992 Egypt 5 2003 African Games 2 FIBA Africa Championship 1985 Cote d’Ivoire 7 FIBA Africa
Championship 1993 Kenya 2006 Commonwealth Games 4 1999 African Games 2 FIBA Africa Championship 1987 Tunisia 8 FIBA Africa Championship 1995 Algeria 3 1995 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 1999 Angola 2 2007 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 1997 Senegal 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2001 Morocco 5 2015
African Games 1 FIBA Africa Championship 2003 Egypt 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2007 Angola 5 FIBA Africa Championship 2005 Algeria 3 2011 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 2011 Madagascar 3 FIBA Africa Championship 2009 Libya 5 AfroBasket 2017 Senegal/Tunisia 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2015 Tunisia 1 FIBA Africa
Championship 2013 Cote d’'Ivoire 7 2018 Commonwealth Games 6 That’s all about The History Of Basketball In Nigeria. Related: Tags: The History Of Basketball In Nigeria In recent years, Nigeria has emerged as a powerhouse in African basketball, with its players making significant strides both domestically and internationally. From humble
beginnings rooted in grassroots initiatives to achieving global recognition on the basketball stage, the journey of Nigerian basketball is one marked by resilience, determination, and unwavering passion. In this article, we delve into the remarkable rise of basketball in Nigeria, tracing its evolution from grassroots development to its current status as a
force to be reckoned with on the global basketball scene. International Recognition: The historic qualification of the Nigerian men’s basketball team, popularly known as the “D’Tigers,” for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics was a watershed moment for the sport in Nigeria. It symbolized the culmination of years of hard work, dedication, and strategic
investment in basketball development. In recent years, Nigerian basketball has experienced a meteoric rise on the international stage, capturing the attention of basketball aficionados worldwide and providing ample opportunities for those seeking tips for successful betting. The Nigerian men’s and women'’s national teams have emerged as
formidable contenders, presenting an exciting prospect for bettors looking to capitalize on their skill, athleticism, and competitive spirit. With careful analysis of team dynamics, player performance trends, and historical matchups, astute bettors can leverage their knowledge to make informed wagers and maximize their chances of success in the
dynamic world of basketball betting. Grassroots Development: The foundation of Nigeria’s basketball success story lies in grassroots development efforts that began decades ago. Basketball courts sprung up in neighborhoods, schools, and communities across the country, providing a platform for aspiring young athletes to hone their skills. Organized
streetball tournaments became a breeding ground for talent, with raw athleticism and sheer determination on display. The emergence of local basketball clubs and academies played a crucial role in nurturing talent at the grassroots level. These institutions provided structured training programs, coaching expertise, and exposure to competitive play,
laying the groundwork for the future stars of Nigerian basketball. Pioneering Players: Nigeria’s ascent in basketball can be attributed, in no small part, to the trailblazing efforts of pioneering players who paved the way for future generations. Names like Hakeem Olajuwon, the “Dream Shake” maestro who revolutionized the center position in the
NBA, and Julius Nwosu, Nigeria’s first basketball Olympian, inspired a new wave of talent and put Nigerian basketball on the map. The success of these early pioneers served as a catalyst for broader recognition and investment in Nigerian basketball. With role models to emulate and dreams to chase, aspiring young players across the country began
to view basketball not just as a pastime but as a pathway to success and fulfillment. Global Recognition: Today, Nigerian basketball enjoys unprecedented global recognition, with players of Nigerian descent making waves in elite basketball leagues around the world. From the NBA courts of North America to professional leagues in Europe, Australia,
and beyond, Nigerian players are leaving an indelible mark with their talent, versatility, and tenacity. The influx of Nigerian talent into the NBA ranks has been particularly noteworthy, with players like Giannis Antetokounmpo, Pascal Siakam, and Joel Embiid representing the pinnacle of basketball excellence. These players, products of Nigerian
heritage, serve as ambassadors for the sport and inspirations for aspiring young athletes in Nigeria and beyond. Looking Ahead: As Nigeria continues to solidify its position as a basketball powerhouse, the future looks bright for the sport and its passionate community of players, coaches, and fans. With sustained investment in grassroots development,
infrastructure, and talent identification, Nigerian basketball is poised to reach even greater heights in the years to come. Conclusion: The rise of basketball in Nigeria is a testament to the power of sport to transcend boundaries, unite communities, and inspire generations. From its humble beginnings at the grassroots level to its current status as a
global phenomenon, Nigerian basketball has come a long way, driven by the dreams and aspirations of countless individuals who share a common love for the game. As the journey continues, one thing remains clear: the sky’s the limit for Nigerian basketball, and the best is yet to come. Basketball is one of the world’s most popular sports and its
history -as a global sport -dates back to the United States of America where it was invented apparently in the 18th century. Besides being a popular sport, basketball is one of the highest-paying sports in the world and a good deal of its participants have appeared on the lists of richest sportsmen in the world over time. { History Of Basketball In
Nigeria }. Historical Background of Basketball in Nigeria The history of basketball in Nigeria goes as far back as the late 1950’s when Walid Zabadne served as the first basketball coach to train Nigerians. At the time, Nigeria’s only basketball court was situated in the Syrian Club. Walid Zabadne continued teaching young Nigerians to become
basketballers and when Nigeria’s basketball federation was organized, he took them to several basketball competitions across Africa. In view of his role as the pioneer of basketball in Nigeria, Walid Zabadne has been deemed “father of Nigerian basketball”’. Also worthy of note is that Zabadne was later made the president of the Nigerian basketball
federation. Development of Basketball in Nigeria Since it began in Nigeria, basketball has developed tremendously and the current number of participants and basketball teams is a proof that it is one of the most cherished sports in Nigeria. Taking a look at its historical background, basketball began developing in Nigeria apparently in 1964 when the
Nigerian national basketball team became a member of FIBA. The Nigerian national basketball team boasts of talented players some of whom are professionals of Nigerian origin as well as recruited players from American college. Thanks to its combination of home-grown talents and American basketballers of Nigerian descent, Nigeria’'s national
basketball team has witnessed tremendous success. Dominated by Nigerian-Americans, Nigeria’s national basketball team secured a place in the 2006 FIBA World Championship. Meanwhile, this recorded Nigeria’s second qualification for the FIBA World Cup. The Nigerian national basketball team that took part in 2009 FIBA AfroBasket tournament
included eight US-born Nigerians. Another notable success enjoyed by the Nigerian national team was its qualification to the 2012 Summer Olympics in London. Nigeria’s Performance at the 2006 FIBA World Championship The 2006 FIBA World Championship was held in Japan where Nigeria was placed in Group A with 5 others being Venezuela,
Argentina, Serbia and Montenegro, Lebanon and France. The Nigerian national basketball team performed brilliantly, clinching the third spot of the Group. Having proceeded to the Round of 16, the team came up against Germany and were nearly defeated by the latter. At the end of the tournament, the team finished in the 14th place, clinching the
same position as Serbia and Montenegro. Nigeria’s Performance at the 2012 Summer Olympics The 2012 Summer Olympics was held in London where Nigeria completed the group play with a 4-1 victory over Tunisia. This was the first Olympic game for the Nigerian national basketball team and it marked the team’s first-ever Olympic victory.
D’'Tigers Some Notable Nigerian Basketballers A significant number of players in the Nigerian national basketball team have played for professional basketball teams in Europe or in the NBA. These successful basketballers include: Peter Aluma Gani Lawal Ekpe Udoh Festus Ezeli Ebi Ere Olumide Oyedeji Al-Farouq Aminu Ime Udoka Julius Nwosu Ike
Diogu Michael Olowokandi Benjamin Eze Jeff Varem Obinna Ekezie Ekene Ibekwe Akin Akingbala Tunji Awajobi Alysius Anagonye Nigerian Team at 2012 Summer Olympic Games The Nigerian team at 2012 Summer Olympic Games -held in London -competed with 12 teams and finished in the 10th place. The team was headed by coach Ayo Bakare.
The players in the team were; Ejike Ugboaja Ade Dagunduro Olumide Oyedeji Ike Diogu Richard Oruche Tonny Skin Alade Aminu Koko Archibong Ekene Ibekwe Chamberlain Oguchi Al-Farouqg Aminu Derrick Obasohan Nigerian Team at 2011 African Championship The Nigerian team at 2011 African Championship competed with 16 teams and
finished in the 3rd place. The team was headed by coach Ayo Bakare. The players in the team were; Stanley Gumut Ime Udoka Ike Ofoegbu Olumide Oyedeji Solomon Tat Jayson Obazuaye Michael Umeh Derrick Obasohan Ababukar Usman Ezenwa Ukeagu Ejike Ugboaja Chinedu Onyeuku Nigerian Team at 2009 African Championship The Nigerian
team at 2009 African Championship competed with 16 teams and finished in the 5th place. The team was headed by coach John Lucas II. The players in the team were; Deji Akindele Michael Umeh Akin Akingbala Jayson Obasuaye Chamberlain Oguchi Benson Egemonye Ejike Ugboaja Ebi Ere Aloysius Anagonye Gabe Muoneke Michael Efevberha Josh
Akognon Nigeria’s Positions at Previous Basketball Tournaments Tournaments Host Countries Nigeria’s Positions FIBA Africa Championship 1965 Tunisia 2006 FIBA World Championship Japan 14 1998 FIBA World Championship Greece 13 2016 Summer Olympic Games Brazil 11 2012 Summer Olympic Games United Kingdom 10 FIBA Africa
Championship 1970 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1968 Morocco FIBA Africa Championship 1972 Senegal 12 FIBA Africa Championship 1981 Somalia FIBA Africa Championship 1975 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1974 Central African Republic FIBA Africa Championship 1980 Morocco 11 FIBA Africa Championship 1978 Senegal 6 FIBA
Africa Championship 1983 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1989 Angola FIBA Africa Championship 1992 Egypt 5 2003 African Games 2 FIBA Africa Championship 1985 Cote d’Ivoire 7 FIBA Africa Championship 1993 Kenya 2006 Commonwealth Games 4 1999 African Games 2 FIBA Africa Championship 1987 Tunisia 8 FIBA Africa Championship
1995 Algeria 3 1995 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 1999 Angola 2 2007 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 1997 Senegal 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2001 Morocco 5 2015 African Games 1 FIBA Africa Championship 2003 Egypt 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2007 Angola 5 FIBA Africa Championship 2005 Algeria 3 2011 African
Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 2011 Madagascar 3 FIBA Africa Championship 2009 Libya 5 AfroBasket 2017 Senegal/Tunisia 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2015 Tunisia 1 FIBA Africa Championship 2013 Cote d’Ivoire 7 2018 Commonwealth Games 6 That’s all about The History Of Basketball In Nigeria. Related: Tags: The History Of Basketball
In Nigeria The history of basketball in Nigeria goes as far back as the late 1950s when Walid Zabadne served as the first basketball coach to train Nigerians. At the time, Nigeria’s only basketball court was situated in the Syrian Club. Walid Zabadne continued teaching young Nigerians to become basketballers and when Nigeria’s basketball federation
was organized, he took them to several basketball competitions across Africa. In view of his role as the pioneer of basketball in Nigeria, Walid Zabadne has been deemed “father of Nigerian basketball”’. Also worthy of note is that Zabadne was later made the president of the Nigerian basketball federation. Nigeria’s national basketball team

joined FIBA in 1964. Recently, the team has enjoyed success, due to an increasing amount of talents from Nigeria as well as an orchestrated recruitment of American college and professional players of Nigerian descent. A team dominated by Nigerian-Americans qualified for the 2006 FIBA World Championship, marking only the second time in the
country’s history that they qualified to the FIBA World Cup. The national basketball team of Nigeria usually play their home games at the 3,000-capacity Indoor Sports Hall in Lagos. Eight players on the team that represented Nigeria at the 2009 FIBA AfroBasket tournament were born in the United States. Nigeria also qualified to the 2012 Summer
Olympics. 2006 FIBA World Championship Nigeria took part in the 2006 FIBA World Championship in Japan. They were drawn in Group A with Argentina, France, Lebanon, Serbia and Montenegro, and Venezuela. They surprisingly finished third in Group A, then were narrowly defeated by Germany in the Round of 16. Overall they finished 14th, as
they achieved the same record as the defending world champion Serbia and Montenegro. 2012 Summer Olympics Nigeria competed at the 2012 Summer Olympics. They finished the group play with a 1-4 record, with their victory coming against Tunisia, making the first ever Olympic game the first ever Olympic victory. Copyright: @Sports247
©@Pereirabimpe Post Views: 7,040 Basketball is not as popular in Nigeria as football, but this is a game of big interest to many people from all over the world. How much do you know about its development in our country? Let’s recollect the history of basketball in Nigeria and talk about our National Team, learn the name of the ‘father’ of this game in
our country, the most famous players of all time and the big federation.Photo: fiba.basketballWho brought basketball to Nigeria?To narrate the history of basketball in Nigeria, we should go back to the 1950s. The country was under British rule at those times. There was no national team or basketball federation, but young people who learned about
the popular American ‘bball’ game and had a big desire to play it got a chance to be trained.The first man who became a basketball trainer in our country was Walid Zabadne. So, we can say that it was he who brought basketball to Nigeria and began an interesting history of this game in our country.READ ALSO: History of football in NigeriaPhoto:
scorum.comHistory and development of basketball in NigeriaMr. Walid Zabadne was a trainer in a Syrian club. It was an organization in Lagos where kids who were tall and had a talent enjoyed playing basketball and learning more about this game. Their trainer did everything to promote the type of sports. He even took his team all across Africa to
witness the real matches between professionals.Mr. Zabadne and his club devoted more than a decade to promoting basketball.Nigeria Basketball FederationNigeria soon became independent and several years after this notable event, the Nigeria basketball federation was established, and Walid Zabadne became its first president in 1963.A year
later, in 1964, Nigeria became a member of FIBA (International basketball federation), which is the main basketball organization on the planet.The modern NBBF offices are located in Lagos and Abuja these days. This organization oversees our national basketball team.D’Tigers of Nigeria; photo: connectnigeria.comNigeria National TeamWho hasn’t
heard of D’'Tigers in Nigeria? This is the name of our senior male national team. We also have a female team called D’Tigress.As years showed, Nigeria is rich in talents. We have many great basketball players who play home matches and represent us in FIBA World Cup events. Our country has played in many FIBA Africa Championship tournaments
and earned several silver and bronze medals along with one gold award.Female and male basketball players from our country don’t always show the best results in different matches. Still, their appearance in the FIBA World Cups is usually noticed by fans from all over the world because D’Tigers finished 13th and 14th (in 1998 and 2006
respectively). Besides, our basketball players were the only African team to participate in 2012 Summer Olympics.In 2015, four years ago, Nigerians celebrated an awesome event. Our country got the first award as the basketball champion of the whole Africa continent.While the latest matches of 2018 Gold Coast have all been lost by our countrymen,
D’Tigers are still called the best team in Africa. According to fiba.basketball, Nigeria national team is currently ranked 33rd on the planet (among 166 countries) and 1st on the continent.Photo: www.above-media.comBasketball championsTalking about the history and development of basketball in Nigeria, we have to mention the top players. Here are
some of the most famous champions everyone should remember:Akin AkingbalaJulius NwosuTunji AwajobilkePeter AlumaAloysius AnagonyeOlumide OyedejiAl-Farouq AminuEbi EreThere are many more individuals who have made history of basketball very interesting for Nigeria. READ ALSO: 12 names of Nigerian sports heroes and heroines Source:
Legit.ng History of Basketball in Nigeria Basketball in Nigeria was invented by a man named Walid Zabadne and started in the late 50’s. Walid Zabadne became the first president of the Nigerian Basketball Federation and the sports was introduced in Africa by missionaries and colonial administration during the middle of the 20th century but started
to gain recognition in the year 1964 in Nigeria and when the Nigeria national basketball team became a member of FIBA. Basketball is currently the second most popular sport in the continent as the number of people practicing the basketball games increases in African countries, it is important to bring together the rules and launch continental
competitions in order to organize the efforts of various emerging federations which promote the basketball game to make it compete strongly not only in Nigeria but in Africa alongside soccer. The association in charge in Nigeria for the sport activities is the Nigerian Basketball Federation (NBBF) and has in all its due courses made the sports of
basketball not only popular in Nigeria but as one of the best sports that Nigerian are held in high regards for as they have participated in various championships like FIBA Africa and the team as well have participated in the game for about 17 times and still counting. Nigerian basketball team featured in the FIBA Africa championships in 1972, 1978,
1980, 1985, 1987, 1992, 1995, 1997, 1999, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2013, and 2015, their participation in the game has brought them fame as they have won a gold medal in the FIBA championships including three silver and bronze medals respectively. The Nigeria basketball club has also performed in FIBA World Cup and other
international sporting events; some of the sports events they featured include the 1998 and 2006 FIBA World cup where they were respectively placed in the 13th and 14th positions. The Nigerian men’s basketball world ranking was promoted to the 16th position after the last edition of the FIBA Africa Championship where they won gold by defeating
Angola, one of the best basketball teams in Africa, Senegal and Angola are ranked second and third respectively after Nigeria in the rank table. The women’s basketball team of Nigeria are also doing fine, recently they are being ranked 6th in Africa and globally secured the 42nd position. The women basketball team is striving hard to come out better
and rank higher on the table and is possible but only through total dedication and diligence from the team, and effective management and planning from the Board of the federation. Nigeria basketball team is proud to represent the country in all its activities and has been recorded as the only country in Africa to have qualify for the Summer Olympics
which was held in 2012 in London, and in the year 2015 when they also qualified and defeated one of the world’s elite in the field of basketball - Lithuania and Greece precisely to win the first ever basketball championships by an African country. Basketball is one of the world’s most popular sports and its history -as a global sport -dates back to the
United States of America where it was invented apparently in the 18th century. Besides being a popular sport, basketball is one of the highest-paying sports in the world and a good deal of its participants have appeared on the lists of richest sportsmen in the world over time. { History Of Basketball In Nigeria }. Historical Background of Basketball in
Nigeria The history of basketball in Nigeria goes as far back as the late 1950’s when Walid Zabadne served as the first basketball coach to train Nigerians. At the time, Nigeria’s only basketball court was situated in the Syrian Club. Walid Zabadne continued teaching young Nigerians to become basketballers and when Nigeria’s basketball federation
was organized, he took them to several basketball competitions across Africa. In view of his role as the pioneer of basketball in Nigeria, Walid Zabadne has been deemed “father of Nigerian basketball”’. Also worthy of note is that Zabadne was later made the president of the Nigerian basketball federation. Development of Basketball in Nigeria Since it
began in Nigeria, basketball has developed tremendously and the current number of participants and basketball teams is a proof that it is one of the most cherished sports in Nigeria. Taking a look at its historical background, basketball began developing in Nigeria apparently in 1964 when the Nigerian national basketball team became a member of
FIBA. The Nigerian national basketball team boasts of talented players some of whom are professionals of Nigerian origin as well as recruited players from American college. Thanks to its combination of home-grown talents and American basketballers of Nigerian descent, Nigeria’s national basketball team has witnessed tremendous success.
Dominated by Nigerian-Americans, Nigeria’s national basketball team secured a place in the 2006 FIBA World Championship. Meanwhile, this recorded Nigeria’s second qualification for the FIBA World Cup. The Nigerian national basketball team that took part in 2009 FIBA AfroBasket tournament included eight US-born Nigerians. Another notable
success enjoyed by the Nigerian national team was its qualification to the 2012 Summer Olympics in London. Nigeria’s Performance at the 2006 FIBA World Championship The 2006 FIBA World Championship was held in Japan where Nigeria was placed in Group A with 5 others being Venezuela, Argentina, Serbia and Montenegro, Lebanon and
France. The Nigerian national basketball team performed brilliantly, clinching the third spot of the Group. Having proceeded to the Round of 16, the team came up against Germany and were nearly defeated by the latter. At the end of the tournament, the team finished in the 14th place, clinching the same position as Serbia and Montenegro. Nigeria’s
Performance at the 2012 Summer Olympics The 2012 Summer Olympics was held in London where Nigeria completed the group play with a 4-1 victory over Tunisia. This was the first Olympic game for the Nigerian national basketball team and it marked the team’s first-ever Olympic victory. D'Tigers Some Notable Nigerian Basketballers A
significant number of players in the Nigerian national basketball team have played for professional basketball teams in Europe or in the NBA. These successful basketballers include: Peter Aluma Gani Lawal Ekpe Udoh Festus Ezeli Ebi Ere Olumide Oyedeji Al-Farouq Aminu Ime Udoka Julius Nwosu Ike Diogu Michael Olowokandi Benjamin Eze Jeff
Varem Obinna Ekezie Ekene Ibekwe Akin Akingbala Tunji Awajobi Alysius Anagonye Nigerian Team at 2012 Summer Olympic Games The Nigerian team at 2012 Summer Olympic Games -held in London -competed with 12 teams and finished in the 10th place. The team was headed by coach Ayo Bakare. The players in the team were; Ejike Ugboaja
Ade Dagunduro Olumide Oyedeji Ike Diogu Richard Oruche Tonny Skin Alade Aminu Koko Archibong Ekene Ibekwe Chamberlain Oguchi Al-Farouq Aminu Derrick Obasohan Nigerian Team at 2011 African Championship The Nigerian team at 2011 African Championship competed with 16 teams and finished in the 3rd place. The team was headed by
coach Ayo Bakare. The players in the team were; Stanley Gumut Ime Udoka Ike Ofoegbu Olumide Oyedeji Solomon Tat Jayson Obazuaye Michael Umeh Derrick Obasohan Ababukar Usman Ezenwa Ukeagu Ejike Ugboaja Chinedu Onyeuku Nigerian Team at 2009 African Championship The Nigerian team at 2009 African Championship competed with
16 teams and finished in the 5th place. The team was headed by coach John Lucas II. The players in the team were; Deji Akindele Michael Umeh Akin Akingbala Jayson Obasuaye Chamberlain Oguchi Benson Egemonye Ejike Ugboaja Ebi Ere Aloysius Anagonye Gabe Muoneke Michael Efevberha Josh Akognon Nigeria’s Positions at Previous Basketball
Tournaments Tournaments Host Countries Nigeria’s Positions FIBA Africa Championship 1965 Tunisia 2006 FIBA World Championship Japan 14 1998 FIBA World Championship Greece 13 2016 Summer Olympic Games Brazil 11 2012 Summer Olympic Games United Kingdom 10 FIBA Africa Championship 1970 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1968
Morocco FIBA Africa Championship 1972 Senegal 12 FIBA Africa Championship 1981 Somalia FIBA Africa Championship 1975 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship 1974 Central African Republic FIBA Africa Championship 1980 Morocco 11 FIBA Africa Championship 1978 Senegal 6 FIBA Africa Championship 1983 Egypt FIBA Africa Championship



1989 Angola FIBA Africa Championship 1992 Egypt 5 2003 African Games 2 FIBA Africa Championship 1985 Cote d’Ivoire 7 FIBA Africa Championship 1993 Kenya 2006 Commonwealth Games 4 1999 African Games 2 FIBA Africa Championship 1987 Tunisia 8 FIBA Africa Championship 1995 Algeria 3 1995 African Games 3 FIBA Africa
Championship 1999 Angola 2 2007 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 1997 Senegal 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2001 Morocco 5 2015 African Games 1 FIBA Africa Championship 2003 Egypt 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2007 Angola 5 FIBA Africa Championship 2005 Algeria 3 2011 African Games 3 FIBA Africa Championship 2011
Madagascar 3 FIBA Africa Championship 2009 Libya 5 AfroBasket 2017 Senegal/Tunisia 2 FIBA Africa Championship 2015 Tunisia 1 FIBA Africa Championship 2013 Cote d’Ivoire 7 2018 Commonwealth Games 6 That’s all about The History Of Basketball In Nigeria. Related: Tags: The History Of Basketball In Nigeria



